
We like to begin every discussion of Glenair’s proven-performance space-grade 
products with the golden umbilical life support cable used by Commander Ed 

White in the first American space walk in 1965. This was a complex cable assembly with 
an exacting set of performance requirements. Even though this application is now over 
50 years old, it still reflects Glenair’s design and fabrication expertise and that we have 
been a go-to supplier for the space industry for over 5 decades. 

Today we continue to manufacture a broad range of high-performance cables and 
components for space—from our innovative line of non-pyrotechnic HDRMs 
to high-reliability assisted separation force connectors. Glenair’s proven 
space flight heritage includes interconnect and electromechanical 
technology on dozens of robotic spacecraft, including orbiters, landers, 
and rovers.

Many customers of discrete HDRM technology look to 
Glenair for the turnkey supply of interconnect wire 

and cabling. Non-pyrotechnic separation nuts 
utilize EMI shielded harness assemblies to 

supply primary and redundant initiation 
energy to the split spool actuator, 
and to transmit telemetry data from 
release sensors. Glenair operates 
the largest and best equipped wire 
harness assembly shop in the mission-
critical interconnect industry and has 

supplied countless turnkey space-
grade cable assemblies of this type.

PROVEN PERFORMANCE 
IN SPACE

�� The “Golden Umbilical” 
life-support cable

�� JPL Mars probes 
(orbiters, landers, and 
the Curiosity rover)

�� AIRS satellite 

�� Gravity Probe mission

�� Titan II launch vehicles

�� EADS Astrium

�� SpaceX Dragon

�� ESA Ariane 5 

�� Countless others

Commander Ed White on the 
first American spacewalk, 1965
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